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duration. Being busy with my first turn in the air and
with the new sensation, I did not notice soon enough
that the swamp below had started to move up towards
the plane. Instinctively, I pulled the stick. The
ship's descent was slowed for a moment, but then it
became much worse, and the next moment the S-2
crashed on the opposite slope of the ravine. I climbed
out from the debris of the plane with only scratches
and bruises, but the S-2, including the engine, was a
complete wreck.
There was not even any question of repairing it.
The loss of the plane and engine was a hard blow, and
we were further distressed because we could not find
out the reasons for the trouble. Before I took off,
some of the people present went to the end of the field
to get a good view of the plane in flight. They saw
the whole event at close range, and their observations
were in complete accord with my own impressions.
It was certain that the plane was in normal position
at all times and the motor worked well until the very
moment of the crash.
The exact reason for that disheartening crash was
not clearly established and understood until a year
later. The S-2, with the 25 h.p. engine and a home-
made propeller, had barely enough power to stay in
the air, and flew only a few miles above its minimum
speed. There was not a single instrument on board.
In fact, speed-indicators for aviation were not yet in
use. Therefore, I had no way of determining the loss
of speed except by feeling and experience, and of that
I did not have much because my total time in the air
was then not over eight minutes. The S-s had just
about enough power to maintain horizontal flight.